
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE582 April 19, 1996
A TRIBUTE TO THE VARICK

FAMILY LIFE CENTER

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 18, 1996

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, this Saturday,
April 20, 1996 the Varick Family Life Center
will celebrate its official opening. The Center is
a multi-service resource and support center for
children and families in the Dixwell Avenue
neighborhood of New Haven. It is with great
pleasure that I rise today to commend this
wonderful organization.

The Varick Family Life Center adheres to
the Old African proverb ‘‘It takes a whole vil-
lage to raise a child.’’ The proverb encap-
sulates one of the main goals of the Center
which is to make already existing services
more available to the residents of the neigh-
borhood. Parents will be guided through the
use of family services and have an advocate
as they seek the resources they need. Effec-
tively bringing parents into contact with com-
munity resources will go a long way toward
making parents feel connected to the commu-
nity and neighborhood.

The second goal of the Center is to provide
families with the tools to become self-suffi-
cient. I believe that this dual focus of family
and community will be the cornerstone of the
Center’s success. By integrating the many
human services and programs available in
New Haven neighborhoods, the Center hopes
to insure that all the needs of the family are
attended to and that no family slips through
the cracks. By truly coordinating family serv-
ices, the Center will make vital community re-
sources more available to the families that
need them.

The Center will maintain its focus on fami-
lies by appointing four neighborhood residents
and training them to act as Family Resource
Specialists. These specialists will focus on the
social, health and financial concerns of needy
families. I believe that this is the most crucial
aspect of the Center. The Family Resource
Specialists will work with parents to help them
become more proactive rather than reactive in
situations that affect their lives and families.
Economic and financial concerns are ad-
dressed by the Center through job training and
educational programs in the areas of budget-
ing and money management. By providing
parents and families with these valuable tools
we are enabling them to become more self-re-
liant and independent. We are giving them a
chance to make a difference in their own lives
and to feel that they have some control over
their life’s course. This is ultimately the most
important and best solution to the problems
and challenges faced by the residents of the
neighborhood.

I commend the congregation and leadership
of the Varick Memorial AME Zion Church for
their amazing dedication to this worthwhile
project. They have every reason to believe
that their vision and hopes for the project will
be realized. The Center is a wonderful com-
munity resource that should serve as a model
for other cities and towns in Connecticut and
in the Nation.
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Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor
and a privilege for me to pay tribute to one of
Nashville’s favorite citizens, Dr. Henry Ponder.
Dr. Ponder is retiring from his position as
President of Fisk University shortly, and he will
be missed at that fine institution and in the
Nashville community more than words can
say.

I am certain, however, that we will not find
Dr. Ponder resting on his laurels. In fact, he
will be coming to Washington to head an orga-
nization whose mission is to further the cause
of minority higher education. I look forward to
having Henry and his lovely wife Eunice as
neighbors in our Nation’s Capitol. I am certain
he will continue to make all of us very proud.

I have had the great pleasure over the
years to interact professionally with Dr. Ponder
on several occasions. Most recently, he came
to Washington and we both testified in front of
the House Subcommittee on National Parks,
Forests and Lands in support of legislation I
introduced that would provide much-needed
monetary support for the restoration of historic
buildings on the campuses of America’s His-
torically Black Colleges and Universities. As a
college president, Dr. Ponder has always at-
tended to the needs of every aspect of univer-
sity life. Not only was he responsible for elimi-
nating a $4 million debt at Fisk, he also
staged an extremely successful 5-year, 25 mil-
lion capital campaign that revitalized and re-
energized the school.

By the same token, Dr. Ponder realized the
importance of obtaining funds to restore badly
deteriorating buildings, such as Administration
Hall, whose history and significance are an
embodiment of all that Fisk stands for. The
health of the complete university—from fund-
raising to student recruitment to building main-
tenance to school spirit—is Dr. Ponder’s mis-
sion. By all accounts, he is leaving Fisk Uni-
versity in a state of wonderful health.

Dr. Ponder is a native of Oklahoma. He re-
ceived his Bachelor of Science from Langston
University, his Masters Degree from Oklahoma
State University and his Ph.D. from Ohio State
University. Prior to becoming president of Fisk,
Henry Ponder served in various academic and
administrative positions at universities through-
out the Southeastern United States: president
of Benedict College in Columbia, SC; vice
president and dean of the College of Alabama
A&M University; chairman of the department
of agribusiness and assistant professor of that
department at Virginia State College in Peters-
burg, VA.

Henry Ponder is also an economist of na-
tional and international renown. He has served
as a consultant for and on special assignment
to the Federal Reserve Bank of New York,
Philadelphia National Bank, Chase Manhattan
Bank, the Irving Trust Co. and Omaha Na-
tional Bank. Dr. Ponder also serves on the
Bishop Desmond Tutu Southern Africa Refu-
gee Scholarship Fund committee. In 1986, he
was chosen as one of the ‘‘One Hundred Most
Effective College Presidents in the United
States.’’

On behalf of all Nashvillians, Dr. Ponder,
thank you for all you have done to improve the

quality of life at Fisk and in the community.
People with your dedication and energy are
rare indeed, and those of us who have had
the pleasure of working with you can only con-
sider ourselves blessed for the lessons you
have taught us and the example you have
been. You have left an outstanding legacy of
growth and achievement that will stand for
decades to come. We wish you well in your
new career. You will be missed.
f
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LAWRENCE COUNTY CHANCERY
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Mr. PARKER. Mr. Speaker, today I stand in
the Halls of Congress to ask you to join me in
paying tribute to the late Sherrod Rayborn,
who died March 24, 1996, at the Mississippi
Baptist Medical Center following heart surgery.

Sherrod Rayborn was elected to his first
term as Lawrence County chancery clerk in
1972, and he served in that position for 24
years. At the time of his death at age 60, he
had recently begun serving his seventh term.
A native of Walthall County, he attended
school in Lawrence County and spent his
adult life in Monticello. Mr. Rayborn was a
member of Bethel Baptist Church, where he
served as a deacon. He also was minister of
music at the church for the last 261⁄2 years.

In addition to his career in politics, he also
was known for his musical talents, his sense
of humor, and his positive outlook. Several
friends describe Sherrod Rayborn and his
service to the county and the church as ‘‘irre-
placeable.’’ But I was particularly moved by
what his friend Carey Hedgepath told a local
reporter: ‘‘He was a man of character. You
could take for granted the accuracy of any-
thing he told you.’’

These words are a fitting tribute to Sherrod
Rayborn. Indeed, he is irreplaceable and truly
an unforgettable friend to those who knew
him. He will be greatly missed by his friends
and family. He is survived by his wife, Mad-
eleine; two sons, Mitch and Kevin; a daughter,
Mali Rayborn Powell; a brother, W.T.; two sis-
ters, Willene Alexander and Alyne Sumrall;
and a grandson, Jerrod.

Mr. Speaker and my colleagues in the U.S.
House of Representatives, I ask you again to
join me in honoring a man of character,
Sherrod Rayborn, his willing sacrifice of his
time and energy for the public good, and his
representation of all that is good, true, and
steadfast in our society.
f

CAMP TALL TURF MAKING A
DIFFERENCE
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Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that I take this time to tell you about
an extremely important and effective program
for inner-city children and families in my dis-
trict. Every summer since 1968, hundreds of
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